CHAPTER   \ II
THE   DEITY
What u as the spiritual orientation of this class from which proceeded most of the leadership and cream e energy at the opening of the Victorian age5 ^e would say religion, but this word has become the property of the theologians, and our concern is with life It is the weakness of theology that its basic terms, houe\er hard we try to pin them down by definitions, are constantly and subtly changing their meaning, the most Protean of all being the central term, God Most of us find our God in a mirror, not undistorted And one true history of English Gods would form a mort illuminatuig study than the many of English kings at present on the market
Certain it is that the God of eighteenth-century theologians, like Bishops Butler and Berkeley, differed from the addressee of Victorian family prayers not less thao Victoria herself differed from George II A favourite Victorian text used to be "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" Goe of those urbane and excellent gentlemen, who officiated as bishops in the Walpole eta, might have poferred to put it, " as for me and my class* we will postulate the moial governorship of the Deity" And the transition from upper to mjddle-dass supremacy coincides more or less with the eroluticm of toe Lord out of the Deity
The intuition of tihe artist & sometimes more than whole volumes of exosition, and
perhaps the most sincere re&dcrmg of eighteenth-
S*